Executive Administrators Report
September 14, 2016

. The hearing for combining the Board of Nursing with the Board of Healing Arts has not been
held yet. I have been told by Legislative Research that the interim committee will probably
meet one day in October and one day in December. I will keep the Board and those who have
requesting information updated when [ have more information.

. At the June meeting the board voted to send Roberta Mansfield name to the Board of
Pharmacy for possible appointment to the Prescription Monitoring Program Advisory
Committee. [ am happy to say that Dr, Mansfield was appointed in July and will remain on
the committee for three years.

. At the June board meeting the board instructed the President and Vice-President to appoint
four midwives to the nurse-midwives council. They had 8 applicants to choose from. Those
appointed to the nurse-midwives council were: Tarena Sisk, CNM, Manya Parkinson
Schmidt, CNM, APRN, Cara A. Busenhart, PhD, CNM, APRN, and Cathy Gordon RN,
M.S.N,, FN.P.-BC CN.M

. The FY'16 budget was $16,000 under budget. KSBN was able to purchase the equipment
approved by the board in June and we will soon be in the process of issuing a RFP for an
office site back up location. I am currently working on the FY17, FY18, and FY19 budget.
There will be no increase in the already approved FY17 budget.

. I have been contacted by NCSBN with an offer to reimburse our agency for lost license
verification revenue if we would decide to join Nursys. Nursys is an electronically secure
credentialed process for sending and receiving license verification between the boards of
nursing when a nurse applies for a license through endorsement. Currently there are 49
boards that participate in Nursys. Kansas currently participates in receiving but not sending
electronically secure nwrse license verifications to other boards. The Fraud Detection
Committee as well as Standards Development Committee both recommended the use of
Nursys for verification. The loss of revenue is why Kansas had not pursued the possibility of
joining Nursys. In fiscal year FY 16 the revenue collected from verifications was almost
$105,000. There are several benefits of Nursys, There is a high level of customer service
satistaction for the nurse, no backlog or work by board staff, high level of service to other
boards and helps eliminate any potential of fraud through license verification. The other
states not participating is California, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Alabama, Louisiana PN, and
West Virginia RN,

. Please remember to complete the committee selection form in your packet if you have not

done so. The President and Vice-President will be selecting committees after this board
meeting.
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State finds license fraud by 13
nurses

Raises broader fears on medical credentials

By Kay Lazar and Felice J, Freyer | GLOBE STAFF SEPTEMBER 13, 2015

Massachusetts regulators revoked or suspended the professional licenses of 13
nurses after discovering recently that the health care workers lied about having
nursing degrees or being licensed in other states, health department documents

show,

The action sparked questions about the background checks state regulators rely
on to issue licenses to thousands of nurses and applicants in 10 other health
fields, including pharmacists, psychologists, podiatrists, and optometrists.

And the discovery raised the unsettling prospect that patients might have been
treated by health care workers with fraudulent credentials, although regulators
said there is no evidence so far linking the nurses to any patient safety or quality

of eare issues,

At least five of the nurses whose licenses were revoked had actually been working
as nurses in Massachusetts, according to state documents. But health officials
were unable to say where they had been employed.

The state health department said it has referred the apparent fraud cases to the
FBI and the state attorney general’s office. A health department spokesman
declined to say whether officials believe the cases are related, and a spokeswoman

in the attorney general’s office declined comment.
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Group faults Mass. nursing
home dementia care

A review found nearly 60 percent of nursing homes
mislead the public about the extent of their services.

Nursing home firm hit with new
complaints

The first hint of a problem emerged in late July when Nursys, a national database
for verifying nurses’ licenses, notified the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health of potential fraud committed by two women licensed in Massachusetts.

Those two nurses, identified by officials as Edna Tunis of Roslindale and Jesula
Eustache of Milton, had applied for licenses in Oregon. But the Oregon State
Board of Nursing rejected their applications after finding both women had falsely
stated they had passed a national nursing licensure exam, completed a nursing

education program, and met the nursing practice requirement,

The women also wrote in their Oregon applications that they were licensed in
Massachusetts, which would have allowed them to avoid taking Oregon’s nursing
examination under a system known as “reciprocity.” Most state nursing boards
waive testing requirements if applicants are already licensed in another state, and
both women had received Massachusetts licenses, Eustache in January and Tunis

in May.

After being alerted to the Oregon cases, the Massachusetts Board of Registration
in Nursing suspended both women'’s licenses at an emergency meeting in early
August. Tunis and Eustache admitted that when they sought licenses in
Massachusetts, they falsely stated they had Alabama licenses, according to
documents both signed in August.

The acknowledgment by the women of their fraudulent actions prompted
members of the nursing board to wonder whether “a larger enterprise” had
helped the nurses in their deception, according to minutes of that meeting,

htips://www.bostonglobe.com/meiro/2015/09/12/massachuseits-regulators-crack-down-nur... 9/14/2015
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Regulators embarked on a review of licenses recently granted to nurses who
stated in their applications that they had licenses in other states. Investigators

found 11 similar cases over the past year.

But after another instance emerged, dating to 2012, regulators extended their
investigation of licences granted under reciprocity to 2010, according to the state
health department. It was not clear whether any action was taken related to the
2012 case,

Last week, the Massachusetts nursing board suspended the licenses of seven
nurses. Four others — Jeannot Maceus of Dorchester, Claudel Jean Baptiste of
Brockton, Guerla M. Belony of Randoph, and Herold Philippe of Brockton —
agreed to have their licenses revoked. They admitted to falsely stating they had

licenses from other jurisdictions, including Puerto Rico, Louisiana, Hawaii, and
Oklahoma.

“Upon learning about a problem with valid licenses, the Board of Registration in
Nursing took decisive action to investigate and suspend the licenses of
individuals who fraudulently represented that they were licensed in a
reciprocating state,” Scott Zoback, spokesman for the state health department,

said in a statement,

e officials suggest that the fraud m:

y have been possible because each’
not fully

applicaiit claimed to have licenses fiom one of eight states that

iparticipate in the Nursys online database uised to verify licenses;

As a result, the company that Massachusetts employs to scour the backgrounds of
nursing license applicants would have needed to search for paper records from

those states.

That company, Professional Credentials Services of Nashville, also reviews
applicants seeking Massachusetts licenses to work as chiropractors, occupational
therapists, optometrists, pharmacists, pharmacy interns, pharmacy technicians,

physical therapists, podiatrists, psychologists, and certified health officers.
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In the wake of the discovery about the nurses’ applications, the state health
department said it is “currently evaluating” whether it will retain Professional
Credentials Services for future work,

In the meantime, state regulators have asked Professional Credentials Services to
immediately tighten its process for checking applicants’ backgrounds,
particularly for those claiming a license from another state.

Attempts late Friday to reach Professional Credentials Services, and its chief

executive, Mark Setash, were unsuccessful.

State regulators said three of the nurses had completed education programs to
become licensed practical nurses, but had falsely indicated they had more
advanced training, Others listed nursing degrees from fictitious schools,
regulators said.

Kay Lazar can be reached at Kay.Lazar@globe.com. Felice Freyer can be
reached Felice Freyer@globe,com.
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